
This upper portion of the Salmonberry River Trail extends from 
Cochran Pond about 6.25 miles down to where the Belding Road and 
Beaver Slide Road meet the wild river. This upper portion features a 

number of impressive trestle bridges and several tunnels, but there is 
only one moderate bushwhack to navigate. This trail guide is divided 

into two consecutive parts in order to layout the hike in its entirety. 
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Upper Salmonberry 
Part 1: The descent down  

Beaver Slide Road 
 

Details 
Hike Difficulty: Difficult 
Distance: 6.25 miles one way 
Elevation Gain: 1,600 feet  
Walk Duration: Approximately 5 hours 
Condition: Not maintained 

TRAIL LOG 

Directions to Trailhead 
1. Drop car off at trail’s end: Traveling from Portland, take 
the Sylvan exit on US 26 (Exit 71) at the top of the West Hills, 
and travel 33.6 miles on US 26 to the Timber Junction and 
turn left (South). Travel 3 miles on this road until you reach 
the hamlet of Timber. After entering the town, turn right on 
Cochran Road and proceed 6.8 miles Southwards. Proceed 
forward at the intersection and follow the road until it 
reaches the train tracks. Park there. 
2. Drive to trail’s start: With a second car, drive back to the 
track you came in on and take Wheeler Pond Road, which 
heads West and uphill along the North side of the 
Salmonberry valley for 5.2 miles. Turn left on the extension 
of Wheeler Pond Road for another 4.6 miles. Eventually, 
there will be a four road intersection where you will veer 
left (Southeast), turning onto Beaver Slide Road. Follow for 
0.7 miles, where you will park the car.  
 

Info and photos from Jim Thayer, 
foresthiker.com 
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The trail has a steep descent from the 
beginning, where the Beaver Slide Road 
tips off the end of the ridge at about 
2,400 feet in elevation. The first 0.34 
miles of the descent winds about in a 
general Southeasterly direction, 
passing through a mixed alder and 
hemlock forest. After about 0.4 miles, 
the trail turns in a Southwesterly 
direction and traverses down the steep 
incline heading West. The total length of 
the descent is about 1.75 miles, 
dropping more than 1,500 feet at nearly 
a -20% grade over the length of the 
road. At the corner, a huge rock marks 
the switchback and just beyond it a 
steep chute channels a water fall down 
a virtual cliff face. Below the rock, the 
trail travels in a Southeasterly direction 
along the flank of the mountain, but it 
soon switches back to a Westerly 
descent. At this point, the trail becomes 

the only relatively level area in the climb 
as it crosses a small stream that feeds 
into a Skunk weed bog. As the trail turns 
the corner, it drops precipitously again 
and begins a straight line slide along a 
ridge. On either side, the hill drops down 
steeply. On the right side there is a 
glimpse of the railroad tracks amongst 
the trees, and on the left side the river 
runs swiftly, lashing its way down the 
steep trench at the bottom. The tracks 
lead through Tunnel #27, under Beaver 
Slide Road. During clement weather, this 
hard to reach river bottom is a place of 
solitary beauty, resplendent in the 
verdant shade of the overhanging fir 
trees. At the base of this road there will 
be a track leading down to one of the 
best swimming holes on the river. 
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