
Lower Salmonberry 
Part 1: Beaver Slide Road descent 

to Salmonberry River 
 

TRAIL LOG 

Info and photos from Jim Thayer, 
foresthiker.com _________________________________________________________________	  

The trail is a steep descent right from the start, and 
the first third of the descent winds about in a 
general Southeasterly direction, passing through a 
mixed alder and hemlock forest. After 
approximately 0.4 miles, the trail turns in a 
Southwesterly direction and traverses down the 
steep incline heading West. This traverse gets 
progressively steeper with the grade in the 
25%-29% range with some places approaching a 
48% grade. At the corner will be a large rock 
marker for the switchback. Below the rock, the trail 
travels in a Southeasterly direction along the flank 
of the mountain, but it soon switches back to a 
Westerly descent. At this point is the only 
relatively level area in the climb that also crosses a 
small stream. But after turning the corner, the road 
drops precipitously again and begins a straight 
line slide along a ridge. On either side, the hill  

drops down steeply. On the right side, there is 
a glimpse of the railroad tracks where, on the 
left side, the river roars as it lashes its way 
down the steep trench at the bottom. The 
tracks actually tunnel (Tunnel #27) under 
Beaver Slide Road. During the mid-winter 
season in the midst of a storm, there would be 
the equivalent of a 21 mile washing machine 
churning boulders, tree trunks and huge 
maelstroms between the steep embankments-
bending and crushing everything in its way. 
However, during more clement weather, this 
hard to reach river bottom is a place of 
solitary beauty, resplendent in the verdant 
shade of the overhanging fir trees. At the base 
of this road, there will be a track leading down 
to one of the best swimming holes in the river. 
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